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andybr sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andbr 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-9 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -9 received on 29.04.2005 with letter of 26.04.2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

1y5-5>6 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP-A-0 750 274 (SUMITOMO WIRING SYSTEMS) 27 December 1 996 (1 996- 
12-27) 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a switch dome device from which the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in that the 
outputs of adjacent switch domes are operatively connected to inputs of a common AND- 
circuit, wherein said switch dome device is responsive only to two adjacent switch domes 
actuated at a time. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as providing an 
alternative joystick-device which exclusively operates upon simultaneous operation of two 
adjacent switch domes. 



The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: 

No hint for this solution could be found in the present prior art. 

Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT 
With respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A switch dome device for operating functions in an 
electronic equipment (10), said device comprising a set of 
switch domes (4) mounted in a circular pattern on a support 
structure (5) , characterized in that outputs of adjacent 
switch domes (4) are operatively connected to inputs of a 
common AND circuit (9) , wherein said switch dome device is 
arranged to be responsive to only two adjacent switch domes 
actuated at a time for operating a function. 

2. A switch dome device according to claim 1, wherein 
said switch domes (4) are equally distributed around said 
circular pattern with the same distance to the centre (8) 
of said circular pattern. 

3. A switch dome device according to claim 1 or 2 , 
wherein said set of switch domes comprises eight switch 
domes (4) . 

4. An input device (1) for operating functions in an 
electronic equipment (10) , comprising a switch dome device 
and a switch dome actuator (2) for actuating switch domes 
(4) , characterized in that said switch dome device is a 
switch dome device according to any of the claims 1-3. 

5. An input device according to claim 4, wherein said 
actuator (1) is a rocker key provided with actuator bosses 
(6) for actuating said switch domes (4) . 

6. An input device according to claim 4, wherein said 
actuator (1) is a joystick. 

7. An electronic equipment, characterized by an input 
device (1) according to any of the claims 4-6. 
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8. An electronic equipment according to claim 7, 
wherein the switch domes (4) are positioned on the support 
structure (5) on 22,5/67,5/112,5/157,5/ 

202,5/247,5/292,5/337,5° positions around the circular 
pattern with respect to the orientation of a display (li) 
of the electronic equipment held in a position for normal 
operation by a user. 

9. An electronic equipment according to claim 7 or 8, 
wherein the electronic equipment is a mobile radio terminal 
(10) . 
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